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Visit our website www.fixturlaser.ca for more info, 
or call us, 877-740-1906, to set up 

a visit at your facility.
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Check it Out

ONEPROD HAWK NAMED FINALIST FOR 
PLANT ENGINEERING’S 2015 PRODUCT OF 

THE YEAR AWARD
The HAWK is a machinery diagnostic tool designed to give me-
chanics instant, on-demand feedback of the health of their rotating 
assets. The HAWK will identify machine defects, provide advice 
on how to fix the problem, and generate a detailed report on the 
health of the machine.
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Date: April14/15, 2016
Public Session
Location : Edmonton, Alberta
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The question of why use laser 
alignment tools, comes up on 
a more regular basis than one 
would think. Many still ask why 
they should make the investment 
in laser or dial indicator precision 
shaft alignment tools. So, let us 
try to demonstrate what happens 
when you only use a straightedge.        
Observe the coupling in fig. #1. 
Look closely… is it aligned (verti-
cally) or not? The problem is that 
it is impossible with the human 
eye to tell the difference between 
a coupling with angular misalign-
ment and one that is perfectly 
aligned. After all, we are aligning 
to tolerances that are smaller than 
a human hair. The problem with 
the straightedge is this… it sim-
ply isn’t long enough to accurately 
show angular misalignment; but let
me explain why, before you run to 
the store to buy a longer one. If you 
were to remove the coupling, cut 
open both the motor and the pump 
and expose both shafts complete-
ly then you could “possibly” align 
to tolerance with a straightedge.                                       

In that made-up scenario, you 
would then be able to visibly 
see the drop or rise of the tail-
ends of the shafts. This rise/
drop is what creates the angular 
misalignment at the coupling. 

This misalignment simply isn’t 
measurable by the human eye 
at the coupling with a straight-
edge. Remember, acceptable 
tolerances for these alignments 
are thinner than a human hair.
The straightedge still has 
its place however, use your 
straightedge to get you close in 
your rough alignment. This will 
save you time when it comes 
time to put the lasers on for 
the “precision shaft alignment”.

Why Can’t I Just Use My Straight Edge
           Submitted by Jonathan Dissinger at VibrAlign
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  Do You Know What You Don’t Know?

So far this year, the economic 
predictions for Canada seems 
to be not so encouraging, if we 
listen to the analysts. In such 
cases companies talk about 
cut backs. Unfortunately train-
ing is an area, where, in our 
experience, people tend to cut 
back. The question then be-
comes; can you afford that.?
Shaft alignment and vibra-
tion, while just one small part 
of machinery maintenance, is 
nevertheless critical to keep-
ing machinery operating. As 
an example, if you look at the 
shaft alignment, well trained 
teams can save you time in 
doing the alignments, save 
you money in considerations 
of things like thermal growth, 

and of course downtime.  
Our Canadian industries 
cannot afford things like 
breakdowns.
Do you remember the ex-
pression,« knowledge is 
power »? In the shaft align-
ment world, it is our expe-
rience that training, is as 
shown in Fig.#1. If you were 
to evaluate your team, which 
category would you place 
most people? 
To add to the fact that only 
19% are trained by experts 
in the field, if you combine  
that to the figures of Fig.#2, 
which is also statistical data, 
of the average person, you 
may find yourself in a situ-
ation, where you are losing 
money because of this lack 
of knowledge.
Increasing reliability, and 
availability of your equip-
ment, is a key factor in in-
creasing   your          bottom  line 
profits.
We still have not spoken of 

year therefore increasing the 
need for ongoing training.In 
most cases, people do not 
know what they do not know. 
Training will save you money. 
Look out for the most import-
ant economy, your economy, 
and make sure you have a 
team of people that will have 
the power to save you money.

Have you invested in Training 
recently?

    Fig. #1

51% of Aligners have no 
formal training.
31% Have been trained on the 
job or by a salesperson.
19% Have been trained by an 
expert.

          Training Statistics

your change in 
personnel, or how 
often  they do a cer-
tain task. If you have a 
group of   people, sharing 
tasks such   as alignment, 
each  person  may  only get 
to  this  task once  or twice per 
                                             Fig # 2
Statistically, human  nature will react 
in  these  proportions   in  a scenario of                      
communication.  
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